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      On 14 October 2023, Australians voted in a referendum about whether to change the Constitution to recognise the First Peoples of Australia by establishing a body called the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice. It was the first referendum of the 21st century.

The referendum did not pass.

The question that was put to the Australian people at the 2023 referendum was: 

"A Proposed Law: to alter the Constitution to recognise the First Peoples of Australia by establishing an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice. 

Do you approve this proposed alteration?"

The proposed law Australians were asked to approve at the referendum would have inserted a new section into the Constitution:

"Chapter IX Recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples

	129 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice

In recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the First Peoples of Australia:

I. There shall be a body, to be called the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice; 

II. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice may make representations to the Parliament and the Executive Government of the Commonwealth on matters relating to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples;

III.The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have power to make laws with respect to matters relating to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice, including its composition, functions, powers and procedures.”

The referendum question and constitutional amendment were announced by the Prime Minister on 23 March 2023, and were settled following consultation with the First Nations Referendum Working Group.

The referendum question and constitutional amendment were set out in the Constitutional Alteration Bill that was passed by both Houses of Parliament on 19 June 2023.

More information

Visit the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice on the Trove archive to learn more about:

	Constitutional recognition
	The Voice design principles
	The referendum groups who assisted government in the lead up to the referendum





    

  



  
                
    
      
        
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

    

  



  
                
    
      
    

  



  
                
    
      
    

  



  
                
    
      










    

  



  
                
    
      
        
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

    

  



  
                
    
      


    

  




  


    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      

        
  
  
    Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are advised that this website may contain images and voices of deceased people.
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