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A Voice for Indigenous Australians
The journey so far
There has been a lot of work already undertaken over the years. From
late 2019 a co-design process was set up to look at what can work in
Australia. The people working on it are from all over the country. They
are mostly Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. They used their
knowledge and experience, and looked at lots of past work and
current arrangements.

Indigenous Voice
The groups have developed proposals for an Indigenous Voice. The Indigenous Voice is a way for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians to share views and be heard. It could have two
parts that work together – Local and Regional Voices and the National Voice.
Local and Regional Voices could bring
communities together at a regional
level. They would work in partnership
with all levels of government.
Arrangements could be flexible so they
work for communities everywhere.
Communities and governments
would be supported to work better in
partnership. This way decisions on local
issues could happen at the local level.

The National Voice could advise the
Australian Parliament and Government.
It could advise on big issues that are
important to Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people across Australia.
It’s important that everyone has an
opportunity to have their voice heard, at
all levels of government, no matter where
you live.

Have your say in a creative way!
The Indigenous Voice
is a step forward for
our country and would
provide lasting change
for the future.
We want to hear your
views on it.
Visit voice.niaa.gov.au

• Have a conversation with
your mates at school
• Have a conversation
with your family and
community at home
• Take the survey at
voice.niaa.gov.au
• Share your views on
social media using
#IndigenousVoice

Did you know you can have your
say in a creative way?
Be creative! You could:
• Paint an artwork
• Draw a picture
• Write a poem or story
• Record a song or dance
• Use craft to create something that
represents how you feel about the
Indigenous Voice proposals.
Submit your recording, video or a photo
of your artwork at voice.niaa.gov.au

Summary of the Local and Regional
Voice Proposal
The proposal

A regional level governance structure that would:
• be designed and led by communities
• provide advice to all levels of government about what’s important in
communities and in the region
• work in partnership with all governments on local priorities
• provide local views to the National Voice.

What could it look like?

There would be no one set structure for a Local and Regional Voice. Different regions
could have different structures, based on what works best for their local communities.
A flexible principles-based framework would guide and support all Local and
Regional Voices.
This framework responds to the diversity of communities across the country. It would
also allow communities to build on existing arrangements that are working well.

Important features
Each Local and Regional Voice could:
• provide ways for local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, communities
and organisations in the region to get involved and have more of a say. This
includes Traditional Owners and all other residents
• allow for local priorities to be addressed at the local level
• have an agreed way to work together in partnership with governments.
The Interim Report proposes from 25 to 35 Local and Regional Voice regions across
Australia. Feedback from consultations will help to inform the advice to Government
in the Final Report on this number. If the Government supports this proposal, there
will be more discussions with communities and all governments to help decide
regional boundaries.

Have your say
What do Local and Regional Voices mean to you? Finish these sentences:
• With Local and Regional Voices, I …
• A Local and Regional Voice could help me by …
• A Local and Regional Voice could help my community by…

Summary of the National Voice Proposal
The proposal

A national body made up of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people that could work with and advise:
• the Australian Parliament and Government on relevant laws,
policies and programs

What could it look like?

Membership for the National Voice could happen in two different ways:
• Members could be selected by Local and Regional Voices.
• Elections held for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people could elect
National Voice members directly.
Either membership option would have a link to Local and Regional Voices.
Members would represent their state or territory as well as the Torres
Strait Islands.

Important features of the proposal

The National Voice could:
• consist of up to 20 members, with gender balance of members
• include Youth and Disability Advisory Groups to ensure the voices of these
groups are heard
• connect with Local and Regional Voices to provide views from
local communities
• work with existing bodies, structures and organisations
• advise on national matters important to the social, spiritual and economic
wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

Have your say

What does the National Voice mean to you? Finish these sentences:
• A National Voice would help make a difference by …
• A National Voice could help Australia to ...

